y 'the CASE and CHARACTERS, 
. Of the Dioceſan Canoneers. 


H. Of the Preſent Meer Nonconformiſts. 


Not as an Accuſation of the former, but a Neceſſa 
Defence of the later, ſo far as they are wrongfully 
Accuſed and Perſecuted by them. 
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© POSTSCRIPT. 
F* E ftrivings of Parliaments fince Archbiſh"p Laud's Go- 


. vernment, againſt Innovations, Popery and Arbitrary over- - © | 
topping Law,and their jealouſies of the deſigns and progreſs, © 
while they themſelves were of the Old Church of England,  * 

do call us to think what the difference was between theOld and New. 


' the Old Church of Ezg- 
Iznd 1s, let him read, 


I. The 39 Articles. 

IF, The Homilies. 

I. The Apology, with Jewels 
defence. 

IV.' Nowell's Catechiſm. 


by the Church). 

VI. Hookers Eeccleſtaſtical 
Polity, in 8 Books. 

VII.” Bifhop Bilfon of Chri- 
ſtian SubjeGir n. 

VIIT.. Biſhop Downhanr de 
Antichriſto.” 
| IX. - The ereat Writers a- 
| gainſt Popery, as Dr.Whitaker, 
Dr. Reynolds, Dr. Wallet, 


| FE that would know what{\T FE that would know what 


V. Deus & Rex (al owned. 


.Dr.Sutliff, Dr. White, Dr. Airy, | Weſtern Patriarch, and alſo.es -- 


1s the New Church: of 
England,fince Biſhop Land dif 
ters from the Old, let him read, 

I. Dr. Heylin's Writings, © 
Dr. Pocklingtons, Myr. Dows, | 
Sybthorps aud Mainwarings. 

IT. Heylin's Life of B.Laud, 
particularly his deſcription of the - 
deſigned reconciliation with the 
Papiſts. | 

H"l. Mr. Thorndike's Juſs - 
weights and meaſures, and. for- - 
bearance of Penalties. © ; 

IV. Archbiſhop Bramhalſs  - 
book againſt me, explaining the 
new way in theſe particulars, 
1. 1o abhor Popery. 2. That we : ; 
all come under a Foreign Furiſs 


4 Dr, Humphrey, Dr. Fulk, Dr. the EDO unitatis 'fo the! 
| Prideaux, Dr. R. Abbot, Dr. | aniverſal Church, Governing by 
| Crakenthorp, Dr. Challoner, 'the Canons... 3. That Diſſentets - | 


Dr. Hall, Biſhop Uſher, Dr. from this be accounted Schiſma=» -? 
Davenant, Biſhop Carlton,Chil- ticks. 4. That we yield towhat ©; 
" lingworth, Bop Morton, @c. the Greeks have. yielded, and be  ? 
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XR. The Writings againſt Bi- | of their Religion. 5. That Gro- 
ſhop Laud, viz. Biſhop Hall's; tius was a Proteſtant for ' the 
Epiſtle to D. L. Archbiſhop G.| Church of England. : 
Abbots, and Biſhop R. Abbot's| V. Dy. Parkers Preface to 

jadement of him, and his Tryad, | that book, and Dr. Pierce's dc- 
» with what -was there charged |fence of Grotius. 
.. againſt him. VI. Grotius his Volume and 
XI. The Harmony of Con-| Notes on Caſſander, ſpecially his. 
 feſſrons, and the Synod of Dort. | Diſcuſſio Apologetici Rivelia- ' 
_. XII. K3zg James's Works. | niz in which be +” > 21 TG 
Rome 7 the iſtris-Chnrch. 
| 2.90#nd 77 faith.Z.T hat he finds 
"Proteſtants can never unite, but by uniting with Rome. 4. He 
- owns the DoFrine of the Councils, even that of Trent. 5. The 
_ Pope to govern by the Canons of the Councils, and not arbitrarily. 
6. Nor muſt invade the rights of Kings or Biſhops. 7. That if the 
- curioſities of the School-men, and the ill lives of the Clergy be di: 
owned and amended, this mnch is enough to ſober men. 8, And 
be ſaith that the Engliſh Biſhops were many of his mind, tho' the 
Separatiſts were not. _ | 
+» VII. The EarkgfClarendon's Defence of Dr. Stillingflect, lay- 
ing be nature of Popery intheir injury ts Princes, 
| Guil.-Forbes, Biſhop of Edenborough kis Irenicon. 

IX. Mr. Dodwell's bvok againſt Schiſm, and the ſame do- 

' - Frine maintained by others who nullifie Miniſtry and. (hnrches, 
| © whoſe Epiſcopal Ordination hath not come down from the Apoſiles | 
uninterrupted. | A WO 

X, The Biſhops endeavours ſince 1660, to ſilence, fine, impri- 

for, baniſh, and drive * 4h miles from all Corporations, &c. all 
ſuch as receive not the 1mpoſutions. "Together with the reſt of the 
trae Hiftory of theſe laſt Twenty years. © 

The particulars are not now to be recited. 


4i\ 


S'E A R CE H 


FOR THE 


ENGLISH SCHISMATICK: 


OR, 
The True CharaRers of the ſeveral 


Accuſed Parties, by which they 
"_ be diſcerned: 


CHAP.  - 
The Parties Accuſes. 


The Parties queſtioned are, 1T., The Papiſts. 
IT. The Dioceſan-Militants, or Canogeert, Il. The 
Paſſwve peaceable Conformiſts. V. The Meer Non- 
conformiſts. V. The SeFariat Chircb-Approratrn 
and A mrs and 'Dividers. 


: 53 s. ; 
[. HERE is nozSe& of Clirtians -* 
| © which maketh [@@{at uſe of their _ - f 
pretence to Umty, and crying. _ *; 
down Hereſie,: Sctyim and Separa- + ,* T 


S M #; tion, as the Parts do ; and yet "= 
A Mc are the greateſt Schiſmaticks and mm 
| Dividers, asfhus : appeareth.: | "$67 : 

I, = They [-s a (ſelf-made humaypymivyerſal Church, Lb” 
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feigning the Pope to be the rightful Head of all the 
Chriſtian World. | 

2. They exclude al! from Chriſts Chuch, who are not 
the Popes Subjc&s, though at the Antipodes, where he 
never came nor ſent. 


3. They preſume to make univerſal Laws for all the 


World. 


4. They Curſe men from Chriſt by Excommunicati- 


ons, who refuſe ſuch ſubjeftion and obedjence to theſe 


Laws. 
5.>They have introduced many new Articles of F aith, 
on nin of declaring and expounding Faith. 

6. They have multiplied corrupting additions im the 
Chriſtian Worſhip. 

7. Their regular objeCtive Religion now conſiſteth 
in ſo great a number of the Decrees of Councils, as no 
Chriſtians can well underſtand, while they accuſe Gods 
Laws as unintelligible. 

3, They can give us ne certainty. which of theſe 
Council are obligatory to us, while they contradict 
each other. 

9. They agree not of the Eſlence of Chriſtianity, or 
neceſlary truths ; but reſolve all into the uncertainty 
of [_ſ» deer Propoſals]. 

- Io. They damn men as Hereticks that deny not all 
humane ſenſe, believing there is no Bread and Wine, 
HE they Bo and taſte them. 


IJ They burn fuch as Hereticks, and are for tor-. 


menting Inquiſitions to deſtroy them. 

12. They bind Temporal Lords to exterminate all ſuch, 
and to ſwear to do it; and this on pain-of Excommuni- 
cation, Depoſition and Damnation : So that a Proteſtanr 
Kingdom under a true Papiſt King, hath a King that is 


thus 


[\ 


t 4 


thus bound to exterminate his Subjes, 
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if he be hy 
and profeſſeth to do it on theſe three penalties, his Sal- 


vation lying on 1t. 
13. decree the giving of his Dominions to ano- 


They 
ther, and abfolving his Subjeds from their Oaths of Fide- 


my: if he obey not. 
4. They decree, that it's Hereſte to hold that a King 


Wh, the power of Inveſting Biſhops, and that he is not 


Fo ſubject to the Pope. 
| They rolerate their chief Doctors to write, that 


a Hejerich | is no King, at leaſt if Excommunicate, and 


may lawfully be killed. 


I6. Their Canons exempt the Clergy from being 'Go- 


verned and Taxed by Kings. 
17. They forbid the reading of the Scriptures tranſ- 


lated, without a Licenſe. 
18. They ſay that we cannot well believe the Goſpel, 


but on the credit of their Church : As if we muſt firl 
know that the Pope and Conncil are authorized by 
Chriſt, before we believe an Chriſt himſelf. 

They renounce Repentance by pretending: to in 


19. 
fallibrlity, 
20. They cheriſh a numerous Clergy and Sedts, 


carry on ll this in the World, and perſwade high. ie” 


low, that to promote their Church and Cauſe, 1 15 merito- 
rtous of Salvatron. 


IT. By the Paſſzwe Conformiſt, [ mean-both ſuch as go 
on the grounds of Mr. Sprint, and think aReformatign 
very delirable, but Conformity lawful 'to eſcape filen- 
cing and ruine 3: and fuch' as like C ray it «If, 
and wiſh all others did Conform:;, but like not unchavi- 


table as or — or viglence againſt —_— 
2 . nable 
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'nable Diſſenters, nor the compulſions which have cauſed 


our Church-conyalfions. Though the Nonconformiſts 
muſt needs judge theſe to partake in Schiſae, ſo faras they 
own the Schiſinatical dividing terms of Communion, 
which are the greateſt hinderance of our Concord, and 
will be ſtill inconſiſtent with it z yet as they reproach 
not Difſenters as Schiſmaticks, ſo neither are they ac- 
counted Schiſmaticks by the Diſſenters, becauſe they are 
ſound and peaceable brethren, and defire.to live as ſuch 


with others, and Schiſm is not their diſpoſition nor pre- . 


dominant. We would live in greater Love and Concord 
with ſuch as theſe, than the differing Conformiſts have 
with one another. 


IH. The names of Se&aries and Separatiſts are of no 
fixed fignification, but vary according to the mind of 
the ſpeaker. But I now uſe them: for thoſe, 1. Who 
appropriate the Church to ſome narrow Sed or Party, which 
denieth all others to be true Churches,” or to have true 
Miniſters and Sacraments. 23. And next to thoſe, that 


though they own others as true Churches or Miniſters, 


yet hold their Communion unlawful, when 1t 1s not ſo, 
and renounce Communion with them on theſe grounds. 

Such beſides Papiſts, are too. many Prelatiſts, that.deny 
the Miniſtry, Sacraments and Communion. of the-Refor- 
med Churches, which are not ſuch as they ; yea of all 
Churches that have not an Epiſcopacy by uninterrupted 
Succeſhon of Epiſcopal Ordination from the Apoſtles, 
and that excommunicate all that do but 'ſay that there 


are any/true Churches in England but their own. And 


ſuch are ſome Amnabaptifts, {ome called Browniſts, Or Se- 
paratiſts heretofore, &c: And the Seekers are much worle, 
that deny all: Churches -and- the Qrakers and Kavters, 


who 
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who revile the ſoundeſt z and all true Hereticks, who + 
- parate by denying ſome Eſſential of Chriſtianity, © All 
theſe are Schifmaticks in the judgment of all ſound and 


. 


LE 5 * 4A.» 
|- ſober Chriſtians. 


IV. By ATive Canonical Conformiſis, I mean thoſe 
that are for the preſent frame of Eccleſiaſtical Govern- 
ment, with the Liturgy and Canons, and the Laws which 
enforce them ( who call ufually for the Execution of - 


_ thoſe Laws). 


V. By the weer preſent Nonconformiſts, I mean ſuch 
4 as are guilty of no other puniſhable errors or (ins, but 
Þ ſach as the Act of Uniformity doth eject and filence us 
for; and who declared openly their judgments abour 
Dodrine, Worſhip and Diſcipline, in 1660, after a Com- 
mon-.meeting at $70z-Colledge, and another at the Savoy, 
ms which is publiſhed in Print 3 That is, the Recorczlers, or 
Peacemakers, who.then laboured and beg'd for Peace and 
Unity in vain 3 who tye themſelves to the judgment of 
none called Nonconformiſts heretofore, Presbyterians, 
Independents, ec. but to the Word of God, and the ex- 
ample of the true Primitive Churches, and are not for * 
2 Concord only with a Sect, or a dividing-party, "High or 
Low, but for that Catholick Church and Communion-of 
9daints,. which are in our Creed. Fs 
Schiſms, being a culpable rending of Chriſtians from 
each other, hath a great number of degrees (as it is by - 
Apoſtalte from the Univerſal Church totally, or by. de- 
J nying a fundamental, by Herelte 3 or as 1t is but by deny- 
1ng Integrals, or but Accidents ; as it 1s bat from a parti- 
cular Church, a Church of Gods forming, or of mans 3 


As it is from a Church, as if it were no Church, or a cor- 
| rupt 
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rupt Church falſly aid, or only a els defirable ; as it is 
from a Pariſh-Church, a Dioceſan, a National, &c. As 
it is total or partial, or but in ſore accidents from that 
particular Church, holding Communion in all the reft ; 
As it is mental, or but cauſeleſs local 5 As 1t is from a 
Church, or only from ſome perſons in a Church-Paſtor, 
or others; As it is by driving men by finful Impoſitions 
from a Church, or too eatie departing 3 with many the 
like differences elſewhere opened.) So that as all men have 
ſome degree of ignorance, pride, hypocrifte, e*c. and yet 
are not to be denominated ignorant, proud hypocrites, 
where it is not predominant 3 ſo all are defective in Love 
and Union, and few Churches on earth are no way guilty 
of Schiſm, and yet are not to be called Schiſmaticks, 
where it 1s not predominant. 

_ Almoſt all Churches on earth accuſe each other of 
Schiſm ; the Papiſts ſo accuſe the Greeks, Proteſtants, 
and all others 3 the Greeks fo accuſe the Papiſts and 


Proteſtants (as the Patriarch Ferew#ab ſhews us), and 


both the Abaſſines, Facobins, Neftorians, &c. The Luthe- 
ras {o call the Calviniſts, and they many Lutherans; the 
Epiſcopal, Presbyterians, and Independents fo accuſe each 
other : Sober and peaceable men muſt confeſs that moſt 


are guilty of ſome degree. 
Laying by the reſt, our Queftion now is of Two Par- 


ties here, the Canoxzcer Dioceſan Conformiſts, and the 


Preſent meer Conformiſts, which are the ENGLISH 
SCHISMATICKS. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 


The Caſe of the Dioceſan-Canoneers, or Zeglots 


for - Impoſition of Conformity. 


Hey agree not of the Eſlentiating Head of their 
own National Church , whether it be Lay, or 


Clergy, King or Biſhops (and ſo are indeed of dzvers 
Churches ), no nor whether it have any conſtitutive Head, 


Or None. 


I. 


2. Some hold Brſhops neceſſary to the Being of a 


Church, and ſome only to the wel-being of it 3 and fo 
agree not neither what a particular Church 1s. 

3. The former unchurch the Pariſh-Churches, and make 
them only parts of a proper Church, the Dzoceſar being 


the lowelt in a politick ſenſe. 


4. They make the Pariſh-Prieſts, but half Prieſts or 


Paſtors, denying them the Power of the Keys over their 


flock, ſave 1n a little part. 

5. Theſe deny the Reformed Churches, which have 
no Biſhops, to be true proper Churches, and their 
Miniſtration and Sacraments to: be valid : But others of 
them hold the contrary, and fo differ in therr Commu- 


nion with the Proteſtant Churches. 


| 6. Some of them ſay, that none are true Miniſters of. 
Chriſt that have not Epiſcopal Ordination by unintez-- 
rupted ſucceſhon from the Apoſiles: And that their. 


flocks have 0 title ts Salvation, becauſe they have it not 
by Gods Covenant ſealed by ſuch a Mizijiry of the Sa- 


CYAMCnTs. 


—. They _ 
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7. They hold twice Ordination linful ; and yet Re- 
ordain thoſe who were ordained by meer Presbyters, or 
ReCtors of Pariſh (City) Churches. 

8. Some Leaders grant that there were no Subje&- 
Presbyters in Scripture-times, nor Biſhops that had more 

. than' one ſtated Aflembly and Altar, which -athers are 
againſt, _. ” 

9. They agree not of the ſenſe of the words'{ Presby- 
ter and Biſhops} 1n the Scripture. 

Io. Some of them reproach the Reformation of other 
Churches, as the Papiſts do, as the effect of fury and re- 

j! bellion 3 and ſeek to render 1t odious as a crime. 

l I1. Yea and the Reformation of England by K. H.8. 

as. the produdt of his filthy luſtand cruelty : And reckon 

I the death of K. Edw. 6. for a mercy. Inſomuch, that out 

of Dr. Heylin, and ſome others, a Papiſt hath gathered 

f za terminzs, the moſt odious deſcription of our Reforma- 

| tion, called Hiſtorical Colle@ions. 1 

j _ * 12. They diſagree about the points called Arminiar. 
Whitgift the Mawl of the Nonconformiſts, with others, 

drawing up the high Lambeth-Articles for abſolute . Re- 

probation, &c. and others, with Laxd, as hot againſt 
| them. | 

: 13. Theſe cenſure K. James for being againſt Arminia- | 

i ziſm, and ſending men to that end to the Synod of Dort, | 

though they were all moderating-men. | 

0 14. Though we had there {ix excellent Divines, ſome 

} think we are not obliged by that Synod, and ſome that 

| we'are (when we had not ſo many in moſt General 

| Councils ). > 
15. Thoſe that followed Lavd, being few, durſt not 

Z q long commit their Cauſe to a Convocation: And Heylir 

b-.. - tells us, that the Convocaticns of Enelund and Ireland 

were 
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were apainſt them: and the Convocati 
preſentative-Church. 

16. Theſe divided from the reft, ſtrove who ſhould prevail 
in Powet: A. Þ. Grindal/ firft, and A. B. Abbot next being caſt 
out, and'/both reproached by Dr. Heyliz ( Land's Pet-man) 
as the Heads of one Party in England, and B. Offer in Ireland - 


and Biſhop Lard is praiſed as the Leader of the other fide, Re- 


forming the ſpoiled Reformation, which:the Univerſities and 
Biſhops had ſpoiled by Calviniſm. (22 FH - 

17. Theſe two Parties differed 1n their Zeal againſt the Non- 
conformiſts : Grindal/ being for Love and Lenity, and LeCture- 
Exerciſes to breed up Preachers, and Abbot by Heylin made a 


Mrchief to the Church for being popular : but Land's Party 


being for more ſeverity againſt them, which was exeroiſed - 


accordingly. EEG | LY + 
18. Theſe two Parties alſo differed in their way and deſigns 


towards the Papiſts. A.B. G. Abbot, B. Rob. Abbot, Hall and © : 


others ſuſpeting Land as Popiſh, and being themſelves againſt 


Toleration of Popery : But B. Land (faith Dr. Heylzn ) at-. 


tempting by alterations and abatements,and reconciling niearis 
to open our Church-doorſo wide, that we might again-#l'joyn 
togerher, as 17 the beginning of Queen Elizabeths Reign. * © 

19. Theſetwo Particsdittcred about Prerogative,Lawsand 
Property 3 A. B. Abbot writeth, that he' was caſt down for de: 
nying to Licenſe $ybthrop's Book'for the Kifigs Power to raife 
money, and the peoples obligatton'to pay 41r.” And'his Narta- 
tive (which you may read in Ryſhworth) intimateth that B: 
Land was the chief means of this Impoſition on him, toLicenfe 


Sybthrop's Book, and ſo of his Sufferings The two greateft * 
Writers for Pxelacy and Conformity- are Biſhop: Bilſon and» 
Hooker (to the reading of whom'B, Morlejireferred me for - 
inſtruftion, when he forbid me Preaching1n Worcefter Diocels; 


and) whom we arc uſuallyChallenged to anfwer. Biſhop Brl- 
fon ſaith (Chrif. Subject, -_ $20. | *If a Prince ſhould go 
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« about.to ſabjeft hisKingdom to a Forreign Realm, or change 


© the form of the Common Wealth from Impery to Tyranny, 
*« ornegle&the Laws eſtabliſhed by common conſent of Prince 
* and People, to execute his own pleaſure In. theſe and 
< other ſuch caſes which might be named, if the Nobles and 
© Commons joyn together to defend their ancient and accu- 
* ſtomed Liberty, Regiment and Laws, they may not well be 
« counted Rebels.] See more pag. 381, 382. Grotigs de jure. 
« Bel/i goeth much farther. Rz. Hooker faith { That it is no 
<«. better-than Tyranny for any Prince or Potentate of what 
* kind ſoever to exerciſe Law-making of himſelf, and not ei-. 


< ther by expreſs Commixllion received immediately and per- 


<«.ſonally from God, or elſe by authority derived at firſt from 
< their conſent, upon whoſe perſons they 1mpole it, Eccl, Pol. 
&« [. 1. $.1c. p. 21. And that in Kingdoms of this quality (as 
< ours) the Higheſt Governour hath indeed univerſal Domi- 


 < nion, but with dependancy on that whole entire body over 


< the ſeveral parts whereof he hath dominion : So that it 
< ſtandeth for an axiom in this caſe, The King is S77gulis Ma- 


. & For, univerſis Minor, Lib.8. p. 193. and p. 194. | Neither 


* can any man with Reaſon think, but that the firſt inſtitution 
* of Kings (a ſufficient conſideration, wherefore their power. 
« ſhouldalwaysdepend on that from which it did always flow) 
<« by original influence of power fromthe body into the King; 
<« is the cauſe of Kings dependency in power on the body : 
* By dependancy we mean Subordination and Subjeftion.” 
«* The Axioms of our Regal Government are theſe: Lex facit 
©*« Regem—— Rex nihl poteſt niſi quod jure poteſl— Pag.218,221, 
« 223,224. Againſt all equity it were that a man ſhould ſuffer 
« detriment at the hands of men for not obſerying that which 
< he never did either by himſelf or others mediately or imme- 
<« diately agree to— What Power the King hath, he hath it by 
«* Law; the bounds and limits of it are known. The entire 
* Community giveth order, ec. as for them that exerciſe 
** power 
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power altogether againſt ———— the kind of powe+ _ 


« which they have may be of God, yet 1s their exerciſe there- 
$ of againſtGod, and therefore not of God, otherwiſe than by 
« nermiſfion, as all injuſtice is. Page 224. Ulſurpers of Power, - 
« (whereby we do not mean them that by violence have alſp- 
< red to places of higheſt authority, but them that uſe more 
« authority than ever they did receive 1in form and manner 
<« above-mentioned) ſuch Ulſurpers thereof as in the exerciſe 
«of their power, do more than they have been authorized to 
« do, cannot 1n conſcience bind any to obedience]: Thus 


« Hooker. | | 
«* Hol/ingſhead (a Miniſter) maketh Parliaments ſo mighty, 


& 25 to take down the greateſt Kings. 

« Biſhop Jewel defendeth the defenfive arms of the French 
< Proteſtants, as Bilſox and others do. | 

On the other ſide ſome held, that | it 7s unlawful oz any pre- 
tence what ſoever to take Arms yp the King, or any Commiſ- 
froned by him in pitr ſuance of that Commiſſion. } And thus the 
Clergy were then divided about ſuch things, which progno- 
ſticated much that followed. 

20. The Laity, Lords and Commons were divided after 
theſe two Parties : And the Parliaments ſtill adhered to the 
(then) major part againſt Laxd's Party, and inſiſted on Grie- 
vances, 972. 1..Increaſe and favour of Popery. 2. Arminia- 
niſm. 3. About their Property and Liberty, Taxing and Im- 
priſoning, Oc. as Ryſhworth and Heylin ſhew at large of di- 
vers Parliaments. 

21. By this unhappy breach Parliaments ſtill harping on 
the ſame, and the King diflolving them, and Abbot,and Richard . 


| Hooker, and the moſt being for the one ſide, and Biſhop Lavd, 


Neale, Howſon, Corbet, Buckeridge and Montague for the other; 
the Conrt and Parliaments came to the unhappy jealoufies and 
diſtruſts, which at Jaſt broke out into a miſerable War. In 


which the A. B. of Canterbury (Laud) was on one fide, and was 
C 2 put 
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pat to death (the Hiſtory and Articles are known ) and the 
other A.B. (Williams of Tork ) was on the other ide, and 
became a Commander in North-Wales for the Parliament; and 
1 their Clergy were accordingly divided: one part of the Con- 
F formiſts adhering to the Kir.g, and the other to the Parltamenr ; 
{0 many of which made up the Weſtminſter-Synud. 

22. This War thus begun between the two Parties of the 
Epiſcopal Laity and Clergy (in England), after drew in the 
Scots to help the Parliament, and many Papilts to help the 
King, neither of them being the firſt Parties, but Auxiliaries, 
(though in Scotland and Irelarrd it was otherwiſe begun). 

23. Theſe Auxiliaries of the Parliament would not help 
them, but on the terms of the Covenant, and ſo Church-altera- 
tions came on 3 and the Parliament thought it was better have 
no Biſhops, than ſuch as did prevail againſt them. 

24. When Wars and Miſery had tired both fides, and made 
them long-for reconciliation, and this endeavour had called 
home the King, and many Biſhops and Doctors had promiſed 
to be for Concord upon neceſlary healing-terms, and the Lords, +» 
Knights and Gentlemen had printed many Proteſtations for 
Peace, and againſt-Revenge 3 and the King had Commiſſioned 

_ us to treat with the Biſhops for Concord, and told us, They 
ſhould meet us, if we would come as near as we could to them; 
When the Kings Declaration ſeemed to have almoſt healed us, 
the Commiſtoned Biſhops ſtood to it, that mo abatements 
were veceſſary ; and though we foretold them the impolſhbili- 
ty of Common concord, without abating ſome things which 
did them.ne good, but harm, and the advantage which Schiſm, 


Contention and Popery would unavoidably get, which they 

? might eaſily and cheaply prevent 3 we pleaded; we beg'd by |; 
"i a long Petition ; but all in vain : nothing weuld mave them, | 
|} © -+but when we only foretold them of the Diviſions that.muſt = 
8 needs follow, when Thouſands were forced againſt their Con- ; 
EF] * ſciences, they tqok it as if we threatned Sedition, and turned =» 
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ourPctirions and- Arguments Dt the common peace and con- 
__ (as if it had been a crime) againſt both it and ue. 

. And the Convocation caſt away the Kings Declaration, 
phe drew up the changes in the Liturgy, which added to our 
burden, and drew the Parliament to confirm it all; and in 
the Act of Untformity much more unpracticable by us, 1s 1m- 
poſed, which made our breach what ſince it is. 

26. No man now mult be in Truſt and Office 1 in ag (ity or 
Corporation, who will not declare, that [ there 3s 70 obligation 
on him, or any other perſon ſrom the Covenant | not excepting 
[ again jt Popery, Schiſmer Prophaneneſs], though he as" con- 
fe(s 1t unlawfully impoſed and taken, and renounce all obliga- 
tion to rebellion, or any evil. 

27. No adult perſon or Infant muſt be admitted to Chri- 
ſtendom by baptiſm, without the tranſient Image of a Croſs, 
as-a dedicating, engaging Covenanting-lign and ſymbo], or 
badg of Chriſtianity. 

23. No Infant muſt be Chriſltened, without Godfathers, 
who are his Covenant-ſuretics, and undertake his pious edu- 
cation, though the Parents can get none that will ſcriouſly 
tell them they intend to perform 1t : The Parents being not 
allowed te ſpeak one offering or CORY word ; nor. 
_ be urged to be preſcnt. 

. No perſon mult be admitted to Sacramental Commu- 
nion, who thinketh it a (in to receive it kneeling, leſt it ſhould 
be ſ-eming compliance with Popiſh adoration. 

30. No perſons maſt be admitted toCommunion, who have 
not Confirmation by Epitcopal Impoſition of hands-or arc de- - 
firous of 1t 3 though they fear it is made a Popiſh Sacramens, . 
by the addirion | Upor == after t.e example of the holy Apa- 
fthes, we have now laid onr Raids to certifie them BI THIS ; 
S "OY of thy frvour and gratious goodueſ; towards them.) 

- Though they will not tell us what the Church of Ex- 
— IS, that.) 5, Its Efentiating firwena Head, Lay or Clergy, 


& Ct - 


-- yet every man” muſt be zp/o faFo, excommunicate who faith, | 3 
Tt is not an Apoſtolical Church as eftabl:ſhed by Law. 
32. Every one 1s excommunicate ipſo fa&o, who ſaith, that _ 
[ the form cf Worſhip eſtabliſhed by Law, contained in.the Book of W! 
Common-prayer, is corrupt, or unlawful, or containeth ANT Jeo 
THING t#r it that is repugnant to the Scriptures. Fr 
33. All are excommunicate 7pſo fatto, who ſay, 1 hat any of al 
the 39 articles are in any part, ſuch as he may not with a gocd © 
conſcience ſubjcribe to; though it be but that of the Churches © 
power to impoſe Ceremonies : And yet divers Conformiſts are _ H 
againſt the Doctrine about Free- well, Heathens damnation,e@*c. | G 
34. All are zpſo faFo excommunicate, who ſay that | the Rites * ſul 
and (eremonies of the Church of England are ſuperititions, or ſuch Te 
as godly men may not with a good conſcience approve, uſe, and ow 
occaſion ſubſcribe.] See Can. 3,4, 5,6. So that not only Mini- *V 
fters, but all men and women that differ but of the Lawful- 'w 
neſs of any one of their Ceremonies, and fay fo, are excommu- P* 
zicate already ipſo fadto. ZAar 
35. All are zpſo fao excommunicate that ſay, that the Coe Li 
vernment of the Church of England under his Majeſly, by Arch» © V 
* biſhops, Biſhops, Deans, Archdeacons, and THE REST that bear 
Office in the ſame, is repuen:»t to the word of God.) So that if 
one were for Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and Prieſts, and Deacons, 
and thought but Deas or Archdeacons unſcriptural and ſinful, 
he 1s excommunicate ; yea or Lay-Chancelloars decretive power , 
of the Keys 3 for [the reſt that bear Office] muſt needs include *© 
them : And yet many Biſhops themſelves are againſt them. 


236. All are excommunicate ipſo faFo, who ſay that 7he 5 ig t 
and manner of making and (onſecrating Biſhops, Prieſts or Dea- ”M 


cons, hath any thing repugnant to the word of God, C. 3. 

37. They are to be excommunicate that ſay, Miniſters re- 
fulmeg to ſubſeribe, may truly take the name of another Church not 
eſtabliſhed by Law, &c. And yet the Church of Rome 1s ſaid to 
be a trve, though farlty Church, by many; and a faulty Church 

£7 may 
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* | may be a Church: And (they ſay that ) the Dutchand French 
| 1 Chnrches here, ſtand but by the A& of King and Council. 
38. All are to be excommunicated that ſay, #bet there are 
within this Realm other Congregations of the Kings born Sub- 
jeFs, than ſuch as are allowed by Law, who may rightly take the 
' name of true and lawful Churches.) BE. g. If Glouceſter, that had 
a Papiſt Biſhop, Goodmar, had choſen themſelves a Biſhop, and 
called themſelves a true Church, e*c. 7 
' 39. They Command all. to keep the Lords day, and other 
| Holy-days, accordsng to Gods holy Will in hearing the Word of 
| God read and tanght, in private and publick prayer}, and yet. 
ſuſpended and ruined many Conformable Miniſters for not 
reading a book for dancing and playing on that day. 
' 40. And where many thouſands 1in a Pariſh cannot come 
- within- their Church-doors, nor have any Conformilſt elſe- 
where 1n the Pariſh to teach them,they forbid them on great: 
: penalties to hear Nonconformuſts 3 and call them Separatilſts 
' and Schiſmaticks, unleſs they forbear like Savages all publick - 
 Fearning and Worſhip of God, rather than hear and joyn - 
- with Nonconformilts: 
41. Yet they Swear the Church-Wardens to preſent all that 
.come not to Church, and puniſh them tor not coming, when - 
ſome Pariſhes have 400cc, ſome 3oooo, ſome 10coo thatcan 
have no room, and the Church- Wardens cannot know them.- 
' 42. Yet if they go to other Pariſhes oft for Communion; 
'they muſt not be admitted, but forbidden and ſent home. 
43. No Miniſter 1n regard of Preaching, or any other re- 
ſpect may diminiſh Orders, Rites, Cercmonies or Prayers, nor. -- 
add any thing in the matter or form, CE. 14. 
| 44. Though many melancholy perſons dare not communi-:+ 
;cate 1n the Sacrament, and many other are ſecretly conſcious - 
jof Atheiſm, Inadelity, or wickedneſs, they muſt be compelled : 
to recetve thrice a year. 
45. The Miniſter is to be ſuſpended who giveth. the Sacra- 
ment:. 
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'  -ment:to any that kneel not, or that; ſpeak againſt the book _ . 
© 3 of Common-prayer, Ceremonies, EF. Fd 
| + 46. No one may be made a Minifter, or permitted to Ex- 

erciſe that Office, who will not ſubſcribe, that the book of 
- Common-prayer and Ordination containeth in it nothing con- 

trary to the word of God, and that he will uſe that form and no 

other. And that will not declare publickly in the Church his 

[unfeigned Aſſent and (onſent to All and every thing contained 

and preſeribed in and by that book. 

47. He muſt be caſt out and filenced that doth not Aﬀent 

that [ It 3s certain by Gods Word, that children which are bap- 

17z24, dying before they commit aGtual ſin, are undoubtedly ſaved }; 

not excepting thoſe whoſe Parents are Jews, Infidels, "<x 

 _ or Athciſts, and whole Godfathers are Atheilts, Hobbiſts or 

Impious. | 

48. They muſt Aſert, Conſent to, and Pradice, ſigning In- 
farts at Baptiſm with the (roſs, to deddicete them by that badg 
to his ſervice, whoje benefits beſtowed on them in Latin te 

 rame of the Croſs doth ; $62 in tohen that he ſhall not be 
aſhamed to profeſs the faith of Chriſt crucified, and manfully to 
fight under his banner, XC. which ſeemeth to us to be thus made 
a Sacrament. 7 

49. They muſt deny to Chriſten all that refuſe this. 

50. They mult confent to deny baptiſm to all that have 
not ſuch undertaking Godfathers, as aforeſaid, though the Pa- 
rents would enter them 1nto the Covenant, who are forbid- 
den to be Godfathers, or ſpeak a Covenanting- word, 

51. They mult profel Conſent to deny the $1crament to 
all that dare not take it kneeling : I ſpeak all this as impoſed 

| on Miniftcrs, and before as on the people. 

£9; They mult profe(s, content and practice to pronounce 
all that they bury to be taken to God in mercy, where we hope 
to come,8&c (except only the excommunicate, unbaptized and 
{}f murderers) were they Atheilts or profane. 


53. They 


"> 


53. They muſt declare Aſſent to a falſe rule for findirlp © 2? 
-Eaſter-day, and conſent to keep two Eafters often, yea though © 
it be confeſſed _ s 1ſthe fort Leſ Tbs _ | 

4. They muſt conſent to read [ the firſt Lefor)] out of To- 
bit? Fudith, Bel and the Dragon, and other re dietot tg 
for moſt of two months. 

55. Nonemult be ſuffered to Preach, that will not ſubſcribe 
[That it is not lawful on any pretence whatſoever to tithe Arms a- 
gainft thoſe-that are Commiſſunated by the King} while we un» 
derſtand not, whether the Law be not above his Commiſſion, 
and in ſome caſes allow not the Sheriff to reſiſt it, and whe- 
ther that be his Commiſſion which is contrary to Law, if it 
have his Seal ; and ſo the keeper of the Seal may Commiſfion 
men to ſeize on his ſtrength and treaſure, and tolet in an ene- 
my, or conſequently depoſe the King: No words can more 
exclude exceptions, than the exclufion of { any pretence what- 
ſoever.) * 

56. None muſt preach that ſubſcribeth not, that [There 
lzeth no obligation from the Oath, called the Covenant, on hin or 
ANY OTHER perſon to endeavour any change or alteration 0 
Charch-Government : Though many Hundred thouſands too 
that Oath, whom we know not, nor their ſenſe 3 and many. 
Parliament-men that impoſed it : And fo all Reformation of 
Church-Government is made unlawful and itnpoſlible, 
though vowed. 

57. This Church-Government by Decretive Excommuni- 
cation and Abſolution is exerciſed by L2y-Chancelers; and all 
muſt ſubſcribe againſt all endeavours,though vowed to amend 
it, though ſome Biſhops confeſs it to be eyll. 

53. ThePariſhes, as is aforeſaid, are made by many 0 true 
Churches, but parts of the loweſt Church : And Pariſh-diſci- 
pline 1s excluded : The Prieſt hath no Power of the exterior 
Keys, but to execute the decrees of the Biſhop or Chancellor. 
59. Some Dioceſles have above to00 Pariſhes, ſome many 


D hundreds 


Ss -» 
” 3D 

: De 

” : © 4 -_ OP 

+ - by: P * <0 s hs - 

Spots, B95 4 265 2. 

4 [3 ” Z —_ > _ 5-4; © | 
> 2 : 


| on See HEG oo <N-u Sy : - ; l VS 
3 c SS" Bs 7 COON: o " OI II IPA 1 uy bl 5-70 
£ ps Cal : EE TL AA GE dt ER ar ES P58 of. <4 = oe . -»+ BY 6, pode : FETY FS On "0 OT” « — "_ Fe n X * . __ oY " 4's 
% - þ 7 i \ Ka by 6 WW 9-ts 2 PE NS. Pap I. 6 ; a PIETY =," OE -- DO OL FT RY 0 THT WI Þ as a 9s aa de 4 g 
R SY a - ELL : ' FORDS NSOLLS” 17 0g - of "a Fo GY. OE ED T1 ape HR EIU IMO LAS TT ET bo 7 
; LOS Foy 5 ; W $i. 20 *te: " S Fa Fa. 
A T7 
; $ 4 % s 


Ky | <- . = «1 | : l, e © a - £5 s I A £0 : x 4 
e 4 Ss 
I © 


£Y as. bv ok I os v1 
*7 -” tg oy IS : _ 
; Ys % 6 DE I0I 


hundreds ; by which Chriſts true Diſcipline deſcribed, Mat: 


18.15. 1 Cor.s.1. 1Thef.5.12,13. Heb.13.7,24. 1T1m.5.25, 
26. Tit. 2.10, &c. is as impoſhible as for one Schoolmaſter to 
be the ſole Governour of many ſcore or hundreds of Schools, 


Having Teachers only under him. And nore that Vow'd it 


may endeavour to mend this, and render true Church- dilct- 


phane again a poflible thing. 


60. The Souls of men have great need of Paſtors near them, 
and able to reſolve their Caſes of Conſcience, and comfort 
them and help them in mamfold ſtraits: And many Pariſhes 


* are ſo great, that the P1icſts cannot do. ſuch Offices for one of 


many hundred : nor do they do itz nor know the people : 
And other Pariſhes (too many) have Prieſts that are raw un- 
$kiltul men, utterly unfit for ſuch Paſtoral helps : And the 


Biſhop is far off, and.muſt have hundreds with him at once, 


ſhould he do that work :.ſo that it is moſtly undone. And yet 
thoſe are puniſhed that chuſe Paſtors to do it in ſuch need: 

61. If a Pariſh have a Prieſt ſo drunken, that his own fami- 
Iy can ſcarce live with him; or ſo inſufficient, that he never 
preacheth, becauſe he cannot, or will nut, and the people ſcru- 
ple encouraging ſuch a one in his 11] undertaking of the Mini. 
ſtry, and dare not take him for their Paſtoral Guide, they are 
forbidden to go-from him, and to communicate in the next 
Pariſh ; and the Miniſter that recciveth them, or baptizeth 
their Children, though conformable, is ſuſpended, C. 57. 

62, No Miniſter muſt Preach in a private houſe, ſave in 
times of neceſſity, through ſickneſs; nor may they on any 
occalion of ſickneſs, or the like, keep any Faſlts 1n their Chur- 
ches, or in any private houſe, nor be preſent at them, which 
are not appointed by Authority, C.6.1,62. Nor may they hold 


' MEctirigs for Sermons or Exerciſes. 


63. Orcdination enableth .no man to preach without far- 


ther }iccnſe. . —- 
64. They Excommunicate all Miniſters that voluntarily 
| Te>- 


OY OO OT TU TR Rn nn CU UA OED Ko FISTS 


+ A a» at py * 4 - 4 £ 4» 
wo A - La an Oo VG een wet AE ARE ood ets En fon: 
= © Gs £ DEGREE x och, Wa = IAEDO IS £m. ret, 4 > = 5 
+ 4 SS ks <> 97 Z £ b * © 3 - #7 
. 05 £# I 


F . = be L . 
T : LR a. Y SE AC a 4 ook Re LS Us - CR % 
EM ER TE CEPEeo  o Coog og io 
bv. - \ WY bs ; £4.20 2h IS a 1 bY. : + 
OY * p s "3 Ta + £ £ WW vas w £444 
= : eu F +" © EG Y - 
I Wo _ -* 


relinquiſh their callings, and uſe themſelves as-Lay-men. And 
yet thouſands muſt do both, 1t the Biſhops ſthence them. 

65 He that preacheth to more than four, not of his fami- 
ly, if he conform not, mult be fined 4o /. a Sermon (andhe 
that owneth the ground 207.) and the Preacher Impriſpned 
Six months in the Common Jay!l: and the Hearcrs fined. And 
if he ſwears not never fo endeavour any alteration (or amend- 
ment) of their Government, he muſt be baniſhed Five miles 
from Cities, Corporations, and all places where he lately 
preached ; or lie Six months in Jayl if he come nearcr; though - 
the Law fay that the Pariſh muſt keep him 1n his want. 

66. The Pariſh-Pricſt muſt publiſh Exconmunications, 
though againſt his conſcience, againſt godly men for not Con- 
forming, &c. while thouſands that never come to Church or 
Sacraments, and Swearers.and Atheiſts, Hobbiſts and wicked 
men are members of their Church, from year to year continued. 

67. The Canon 139 excommunicateth all that ſay, that 
the S5n0d of this Natian, in the name of Chriſt,and by the Kings 
authority aſſembled, is not the true Church of England by repre- 


ſentation. By which they feem to make the King no part of 


the Church,: ror any of the Laity, or clſe that they repre- 
ſent King and Laity : and they intimate that all the Clergy is 
the Church-real, and the Synod the Repreſentative. 
63. They brought in new Canone, and the ef cetera Oath 
in 1640, without the Parliament, which were condemned. 
69. From the beginning of Queen El:zabeth, till now, they 
have proſecuted and filenced Proteſtants that durſt not con- 
form : even their fellow Exiles in Queen Maries days were 
Iilenced, and multitudes after in King James's days, and even 
Contformilſts ſuſpende&about the Dancing-book, and troubled 
about Altars, Bowing,Atternoon-Sermons and Lectures, which 
were forbidden; andapout 2000 ejected and filenced at once 
1662: And multitudes of Families driven to Holand and New- 


Engl. Though we offer them our Oaths,that we will gladly | 
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conform; if by any ſtudy we can but ſeethat it willnot involve. 


us 1n the guilt of Lying, owing the Perjury of maltitudes nn- 
known to w4, corrupting the Church and Gods Worſhip, Covenant- 
ing deliberately againſt needful Reformation of the (hurch-Govern: 
ment by Lay Chancellours and uncapable Dioceſans, and many 


other crimes, with dreadful aggravations recited in our firſt 


Plea for Peace. 
' 7c. They ſeparate from us and our Congregations as un- 


__ lawful tobe joyned with. | 
71, Though it-was the-judgment of the ancient Churches, 


expreſt in many Canons, that he was #o Biſhop that had not 


the peoples eledion or.conſent, . they make it Schiſm not to 


obey ſuch, and allow the people no ſuch power. 


72. They ſuppoſe that God hath entruſted the King to-- 


chuſe for all his Subj&s whom they ſhall commit the conduct 
of their Souls to as their Paſtors and Biſhops 3 though he be 
not truſted to chuſe our Phyſicians, our Wives; our Dyet, e*c, 
And ſo they would make the King anſwerable forall ill-choſen 


Paſtors. And if a Papiſt, Heretick, or a hater of Paſtoral holi-- 


neſs ſhould ever be King,in how ſad a caſe are the peoples ſouls. 


73. Yea, they hold that Patrons, be they never ſo ignorant. 
or »»godly, muſt chuſe all that ſhall have the Parochial truſt 


of Souls (As to the: poſſeſſion of Temples and Tythes, we 
yieldit); they ſay, The people muſt have no other, than what 


_ the Patrons chuſe and impoſe on them. 


74. Excommunication of Diſlenters ſecmeth little to them, 
but they by the-writ de Excommunicato Capiendso, lay them in 


Jayl till death, unlets they.change their Judgment, which it is. 


not in their power to do. 
75. Though we publiſhour abhorrence of all Doctrines of 


Rebellion, and diſown even ſo much.7popularity, as their 


Richard Hooger; and moſt Politicks own, many of them go on 


to charge Nonconformifts with ſuſpicions of Rebellion,and to 


provoke the King again(t them, as difloyal. | 
26, They 
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76, They print and preach to provoke Magiſtrates to exe- 
cute the foreſaid ſevere Laws, to filence and ruine them, and- - 
accuſe them for not doing it. kia 

77. They ſtir up the people to take them for. intollerable. 
ſeditious Schiſmaticks, to the deſtruction of AÞiſtian Lovey; 
and caufing men to: hate each other. 

7 78. By theſe means families are diſtracted; Husbands againſt 
'! Wives, Parents againſt Children; ſome ſting them out, if 
# they do but hear a Nonconformilt Preacher, while ſenſuality 
corrupteth youth, and needeth more reſtraint. | 

79. When the Kings Clemency Licenſed our Meetings, 
they grudged at it, and neverthelis ſeparated from us, though 
they deſcribe Separation to be Meetings held againſt autho- 
rity; and thereby ſhewed that- it is ſomewhat elſe than the 
. Kings authority that they contend: for, and; ſomething more 
than our want of Licenſe which cauſeth their fervent oppo- 
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$80. Though we beg of them in vain to prevent thePapiſts 


advantage by our diviſions 3-and though they ſeem reſolved to 
let Popery it felf come 1D, rather than either reſtore us or to- 
lerate-us, and abate what we count fin, and they call Indiffer- 
ent; yet do they per{wade people that we are bringing in Po-- 
pery, if we obey not all their Impolitions ; and talk as F; either 
* no Diſſenters were tollerable (when all men differ, and they 
4 among themſelves in as great matters as from.us) or All were 
- tolerable: both which are abommable : And as it he that were. 
unwilling to be deſtroyed by Prelatilts, were introducing Po- 
pery 3 Should a man chute rather to be ſaved by a Papiſt, than. 
hanged by a Prelatiſt, who were more to be ſuſpected of Po- | 
pery, He that made that choice, or he that put it upon him. 

8 1. Beſides the reconcihing treaty with the Papilts, aflerred 
by Dr: Hezlin 3 ſome chict Doctors profeſs that they would 
have the Church in the ſame {tate, as when the Greeks and La-- 
tine d1d divide, and grant what the Greeks grant ; not denying 


the - 
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*the Pope to be Prizcipinn unitatgs, and pleading for'Grotius 
as a Proteſtant of our Churches mind, ha was for the Coun- 


i 1 cil of Trezt,and all the reſt; deſiring no more for our Concord 
it | with the Church of "PW but” that as by the Miſtris Church 
it} they may rulWy the Canons, and not abiotately; (ccuring the 
=12 Rtzhrs of Kings and Biſhops, and reforming Scholaſtick curio- 
; fitics, and the Clerg1tes lives. 
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82. Under all > new Impolttions, we wereneverallowed 


[| | to ſpeak for-our ſelves,nor durſt once Petition the.Parliament 

oil that ejected us, or any lince, for relief or audience, leſt ſuch 
li boldneſs ſhould more incenſe our atfidters. 

El} | 83. There 18 no lurer way to deſtroy their own ks 
[0-1 pomp and grandure, arid root out Epiſcopacy more than we 
[| deſire, than to uſe it for Satan againſt faithful Miniſters; and 

73! again{t the Souls of men, and againſt the honour and innocency 

= 18 of Princes, and againſt the property and liberty of Subjects, 

308 even againſt God and man, and fo to make it odious to man- 

BL! kind, by making 1t intollerable : : Till they that cannot tolerate 

1 | 6 differing-word do weary the world by- their intollerable 

2 | pride, and caſt down themſelves, and then blame others. 

| | 34. To this day, while they accuſe thoſe of Schitm that 

by | darenot tubſcribe, declare, (wear, and do the things aforeſaid, 

18 and plea] againſt the enduring of them, to preach or ſolemn- 

Hl | ty worſhip God, they diſagree in Dottrines e, and many great 

10 matTers among themielves, and take not themſelves tor Sch(- 

4 maticks : Of which ſee our 24 Plea, pag. 159, 159. 

2 05. Some of them are for Original [10, according to the 


| ſubſcribed Articles : Biſhop Jer. Taylor and others were againlt 
8 _* 1t;, and Þiſh 0p Varner hath writ againſt him. 
7 q ( 36. Some of them preach for the Imputation of Chriſts 
| Righteouſneſs: Mr. Thorndike, Mr. SLerlock and others ditier ; 


and many of them ſharvly accuſe and preach againſt each other 
8 thereabout : yet with high accuſations, as heretical. | 
#| | 87. S5me ofthem preach up Gods Eternal Decrecs of Ele- 
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&ion and Derelettion, or Reprobatton, in thax fortran: othcrs 
of th:m preach againſt as blaſphemy againſt God, and deſtru- 
ctive to the piety and peace of man. " wy 
b; 38. Some of them preach for univerſal Redemption as a ne- 
ceſlary point of faith, which others cry down as Arminianiſe. 

85. Some of them make Juſtifying-faith to contain Obedi- 
ence, and others cry it down as Popery and Socinianiſm. 

G0. Some of them ſay that God hath given to all men ſutfh- 
cient grace to ſalvation (yea ſay ſome, and efficient), which 
others call Arminianiſm. 

91. Some of them ſay that it is Gods Grace that maketh 
- the faithful to differ from others, and. others ſay 1t 1s their 
, own Wills: And.about-the parts of Grace and Free-wilkthey 
preach and write againſt eaca other. 

92. Some of them preach that all the juſtified perſevere. 
And others preach it down as a dangerous errour. I have try- 
ed to reconcile all theſe, but they go on. 

93. Some of them are only for Bidding prayer in the Pulpit, - 
as if all other were forbidden by the Canon (as Hejlin): others 
uſe prayer there. 

94. Some there pray in their own words, and ſome only in 
the words of the Liturgy : ſome uſe the ſame words, and others. 
vary them. 

95. Their Cathedral Worſhip much differeth from the Pa- 
r. rochial, and ſome Churches uſe Organs, and others have none. 

96.. One writeth for the Religious uſe of Lent (as Biſhop 
Guring ), others as Biſhop Tazlor (and Dr. More), &c. are a- 
gainſt their principles and uſe :. yea: and agayalt many other 
: things of. Church-Government and. {igniticant Cercmonies 
7 which the other party hold.. See Taz/orcited 2d Plea for Peace. 
3 97. Some of them are for the Divine right of the Lords. 
F Day, and the Morality of the fourth Commandment : which 
7 Heylin and many others vehemently deny. | 
* 98. Ones for Altars, and Raijs, and others againſt them, 
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:99. In-preaching they uſe very different Methods : And 
ſome Churches of them begin to uſe new Verſions of the fing- 


F, Cd 
i 


| - ing Pfalns. T5 þ 
% ] 100. Some following Grotins de Fure Belli : and Dr. Tay- © 
. | 


| To tors DuGor Dubitantium are for uſeful lying, which injureth 
| | -0t others (and therefore no doubt for doubtful Confor- 
BS. [ 4 -mity _). But others are againſt it. | 


iS; | 101. But rhey no-where more differ, than in their Confor= 
{|| mity 1t (elf, one taking the wards 1n one ſenſe, and another in 
tif another; fo that their Conformity 1s not the ſame thing,though 
F |-| the Letters and ſound of:voice be the ſame. One by his Aſſent 
ZI HBP . and Conſent io all things inthe three books meaneth plainly; and * 
47418 another meaneth, but that he may and will ſe ſo much as con- 
33890 cerneth him : One by [_Not reſiſting by Arms any Commiſſioned 
T7189 by the King] meaneth as he ſpeaketh. Another limiteth it to 
A | | | [ Lawfnlly Commiſſioned); One by on any pretence whatſoever} 
ZE -meaneth as he ſaith : Another excepteth as Bitſor aforeſaid, 
iti and ſuch caſes as King Johns, who gave up his Kingdom to the 
Za88 | Pope, and would have done to the Morocco-Mahometan; and 
2? JSI8 many other ſuch inſtances('as Killing the Parliaments, City,ehc.) 
{|||  +One that ſubſcribeth never to endeavour any Alteration of 
| | | 'Church-Government, meaneth as he ſpeaketh: Another ex- 
4 þ cepteth Lay-Chancellours uſe of the Keys, Deans and Chap- 
| | FE: ters, Archdeacons, &*c. if the King would change them. One _. 
2TL30 by | ay endeavour ]meaneth as he ſaith : Another meaneth only *: 
BF [unlawful endeavour}, one by [ nothing contrary to Gods word] 
7h | IE in Car. 36. meaneth plainly : Another meaneth | nothing which _. 
Tl! maketh Communion unlawful} : One taketh all the impoſed 
|! ſubſcriptions to be but a promiſe of ſubmiſhtion and peace, 
: | | which others abhor, and are for the Truth of all that they % 
I! | | ſubſcribe aſſent to. In a word, ſome are for the common Rule 4 
q-; of taking all the words in the uſjnal ſenſe, except the Impoſers 
' | . declare a different ſenſe: And others are for neceſſary ſuppo- 
Witt  ſing,'that the Impoſers meant well, whatever they ſaid arp 
#11 ; | \ tNeree 
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+ therefore'our Charity and honouring them birideth us to put 
no ſenſe on their words which is contrary to Gods Law, the 


Law of the Land, or Common Right ; and ſuppoling them #2 
truce and g0014, whatever they are, who can doubt but they +5: 
may be ſworn or ſubſcribed. 
102. Dr. Hammond and his party thought that it doth not 
apo-ar that there were any ſubject Presbyters in Scripture- 
times , and ſo that every '{tngle Congregation had a Biſhop 
re{.:::7:: worſhipping God. But Dr, Stz/irg fleet faith p. 269. 
Wh! the Apoſtles kirwed, it is probable there were no fixed Biſhops, 
or b«t few. And ſo the world had but 12 or 13 indefimte Bi- 
ſhops, who are not proved to have any peculiar determinate 
Dioc:fles. | 
103. Mr. Dedwell, and Ithink moſt of them, take the Church 
of E-el:nd to be a Political ſociety, and many think we over- 
throw Church and Order, if we deny Churches to-be formed 
by a Conſtitutive Government. But Dr. St#l/ingfleet not-only 
holdeth that the Church of Ezgland is but the Paſtors and 


people conſenting by Parliaments to live under the-ſame Laws 


about Religion, without any Conſtitutive Chureh-Head (one 
or many ); but alſoperemptorily condudeth, thatto maintain 
ſuch a Conſtitutive Supreme Church-power will neceſfarily 
infer Popery; and ſo maketh all the Conformiſts neceſlarily 
to lead in Popery, who are for-ſuch Political Churches, and 


'Confritutive Governours. 


To4. Mr. Chery faith, That to make Churches by Cove- 
rants, confederacies or conſent, beſides baptiſm, is to beguilty 


of blaſphemy, impiety, irreligiouſneſs, infidelity 5 and one 


{hould rather die than yield to it. But Dr. Stil/ingfleet faith 
the Church of England is one Church, made by ſuch conſent. 
But ſuch Schiſms among themſelves are too many to-be 
here numbered. And no wonder when they differ ſo much as 
they do with their own Sentiments, in one and the ſame 
book;1aying and unſay ing, as the argument in hand requireth. 
'E 'B. g. 
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E. g. Dr. Stilling fleet thinketh that the ſeven Churches of 


Af:a, being Metropolitan, prove Dioceſan or Mctropolitan- 
Biſhops, then in being : And yer, that while the Apoſtles 
Irved, it's probable there were no fixed Biſhops, or but few. 


And ſo either ſeven Apoſtles were the Angels of the ſeven 
Churches of fa, reproved ſo much for their fin and back- 


ſliding, or the Angels fignified*not the Biſhops. 

While we are all Schifmaticks for dſobeying, ſay ſome, 
and holding Nonconforrning: Aſſemblies, ſay others, from the 
Church of Ezgland:;;. yet this Church is no proper Political 
Church, and hath no. Conſtitutive chief Government, ſaith 


Dr. St. and therefore hath-no authority to make Canoas to . 


command us. 
He no kfs than threatnerh us with damnation (not in the 
retrafted Irericum, but in his late book againſt Popiſh Idola- 


fry.) it we chuſe not the pureſtChurch : and the Papiſt grants - 


eth it, and faith as he; And yet it 1s the ſubſtance of his 


#rreaſonable books to prove us Schiſmaricks, if. we depart, 


from their Church, or ſo mach .as .preach ro-other Aflem- 


Þblies, on the account of purer worſbip, and greater, edifica- - 
#0n, &c.. And he had the wit to paſs by this cuation in the - 


Epiltle of a book againſt him. 
-As for Mr. Chery, and divers other ſuch, another book 
openeth their Contradictions. 


They often tell us of the Nullity of the Miniſtry, or-Power - 


"which 1s not received from Epiſcopal Superiors z Eſpecialty 
Biſhop Gunning and Mr. Dodwel, hence draw diſmal degra- 
ding and unchurching Conſequences. And 'yet thus-they 


condemn both the Exzel:ſh, and Rozaar, and Univerſal Church. . 
Tf Church-power be given by Interiors, the Independents 
are not to be confuted : It from equals, as Generation is. as 
men generate men, and- Phyſicians. make Phyſicians, e*c. 


thenPresbyters may make Presbyters, If it mult be by Sape- 
rior. Power, then who .maketh. Archbiſhops in England, or 


Popes. 
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Popes at Rome, who have rio Superiors, and fo (by them) 
no 2uthority > So much for the Hiſtorical ChapaRters of the - 
Canonical Conformilts. 


But after all this, we grant, that there is ſome tye and un1- 

on among them z They all own Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Deans 
and Chapters, Archdeacons, with an Et cetera; the reſ# as 
the Canon ſpeaketh : They all agree to declare and ſub- 
ſcribe the words impoſed, and premiſe or Covenant acgord- 
ingly, and ſwear Obedience to their Ordinaries. &.g. 
Though ſuch as Mr. Bu and Dr. Tw/y write again(t. each 
other, of Juſtification as by Faith ar Works; though mayy 
are very much apainſt the Doftrine of Mr. Therndive 
Mr. Parker, Mr. Sherlock, and ſuch other, yet they all (yb- 
ſcribe the ſame Articles about Juſtsfication, Free-wll, Pre- 
deſtination. And I doubt not but there are very many not 
only Learned, but Pious men among them, who yet by 
ſtrong prejudice and paſſion, through education, canver(s, 
crols intereſts, and unacquaintedneſs with Diflenters, and 
the many ſcandals that have riſen, and the extremes 
which many have run into, are poſleſt with a conceit, that 
the ruine, impriſonment, baniſhment or ſilencing of Non- 
conformilts, 1s meceflaiy to the proſperity of thetr party; 
called by them The Church. 

And to do the Papiſts right, they agree to be tmetnbers 0 
one (-urch, and to be for the Dignities, Wealth and Power 
of their Clergy, and take the ſame Oaths, and are under 
the ſame Canons, &*c. though they differ about the Supre- 
macy it ſelf, as between the Pope and the Prelates in Ge- 
neral Councils; and about ſwearing, forſwearing, lying, 
murder, depoſing and killing Kings, fornication, and many 
tluch as the Fanſeniſts have opened at large: All theſe dif- 
terences they can bear with, and the many different Se&ts of 

E 2 Fryers, 


. ah we . * Fe 


Fryers, fitted to the ſeveral himeurs-of men, as: long as-- 
they are for one Common ſociety and intereſt : And doubt- 
lels many of (tric lives do think it. a-fervice to the Church, | 
and fo to God, to kill, burn and deſtroy others that are 
againlt them, as-they do. 

There is ſome one (-with-what. mid I know not ) that 
hath written a book called. The Catbolick: Hierarchy, plead- 
- ing like an Independent -againſt humane [mpoſetions - But in 
' a Digreſhion ſo .dihgently. labouring to prove,. that the 
* Dioceſans Subordination of Churches will unavoidably 1n- 
fer a Pope or-Univerſal Head, that I take it to be a dange- 
rous book. while it ſtalleth the ſaid Dzoceſars, whether im- 
prudently-or-fraudulently as a Prevaricator, I know. not ; 
he ſaith more for a Pope, without any antidote, than 1s ot- 
dinarily; to. be. elſewhere found,” and then moſt heads are 
able to-anſwer ; though the main concluſion is fully con- 
_ 1n. my. laſt book againſt Johnſon, alias. Terret, the.. 

PI». 


CHAP: Bt 
The Meer Nonconformiſt. 


1.-T)Y the preſent Meer Nonconformiſts, we mean thofe 
that 1660, by the Kings Concefhion made their pro- 
poſals for Reformation and Concord, and as are of the Judg- 
ment then by them profeſlcd. I meddle not with others un- 
known. 
__ 2. Their profeſt Religion 1s Meer CEriſtianity, eſſentially 
contained 1n. the Sacramental Covenant, explained in the 
Creed, Lords-prayer and Decalogue, and integrally in the 
ſacred Scripture. , | 
3. Yet as Chriſtians are accidentally called Proteſtants, be- 
cauſe they renounce Popery ; ſo we are Catholicks, as re- 
nouncing all Schiſmatical Secs; and Noxcorformiſts, becauſe 
we dare not Conform to all that is impoſed on us. 
4. We hold that all Chriſtians ſhould Love each other as - 
themſclves, and do them all the good they can, and no hurt: 
5. We hold that all baptized 1n Infancy ſhould ſolemnly at : 
age regew and own that Covenant, as adult members. -: | 
6. And that all that do fo, not nullifying their profeſſion - : 
by inconſiſtent- hereſie or ſin, ſhould be received in Commus- - 
nion. 
7. That ſuch as renew it not, or are proved to forlake it, . 
or heinouſly fin againſt it, ſhould. be” reproved, 'and after --: 
ſufficient admonition, if impenitent,. be: declared. unfit for  - 
Church-Communion, .and accordingly-avoided. | q 
8. That God hath. appointed that, there be ſtated Afſein- 
bliesof Chriſtians, eſpecially on the Lords-days, where he ſhall -* / 
be. worſhipped, Men inſtructed, and Communion exerciſed. 
9. That theſe. Congregations ſhould .have known ſtated 
- Paſtors, . 


[Paſtors, to be their Teachers and Guides in worſhip and 
; holy living. 

Io. 3That theſe Paſtors by Office have the power of the 
*Church- keys, to'judge whom to take 1n by Baptiſm, and 
\ whom to -admoniſh as Crimina], to rejet as impenitent, and 
:to abſolve and receive again as penitent in their proper 


« charge. 
It. That Baptiſm and the Euchariſt being a Gift of a ſealed 


» pardon, and of Chriſt, and life, no unbelieving nor unwilling - 


\perſon is capable of them: Therefore none but believing Con- 
| ſenters, or Volunteers and their Infants, ſhould be baptized, 
and Volunteers only admitted to the Lords-Supper. 

12. And though Magiſtrates ſhould promote the ſacred 
11 Work, and Rule the Churches, and keep peace and order by 
3 the Sword, and fee that all have competent Teachers, and 
{7 Hinder the intollerablez yet may they not invade the Paſtors 

| office, or peoples right, nor force men to truſt their Souls to 


11 the Paſtoral Care of unable or untruſty men, nor hinder 
Hl them from chuſing better for themſclves, any more than they 
S181! may confine them to untruſty Phyſicians, Servants or Wives. 
FT; it 13. That becauſe the Paſtoral Office cannot be exerciſed 
Is! either by, or on the unwilling; mutual conſent is neceſſary 
to the Relation of Paſtor and Flock. 

14. That it is part of the Paſtors Office to word his own 
Sermons and Prayers : But yet if to avaid diſcord or errour 
ſome common forms be agreed on, not overthrowing the 
Paſtors office, they may be fitly uſed, till by accident they do 
more hurt than good. 


I5. The Laws of Magiſtrates Circa Sacra, and the conſent. 


68 and cuſtom of Churches ſhould not in lawful things be crofled 

{8 by humorous dividing Singularity. 

þ 1 16. No oneLiturgy was 1mpoſed on any National Church, 

8 or any Patriarchate for many. hundred years after the Apoſtles 

i days ( yea and after Corflantine): But every Biſhop or 
Sr | Paſtor 
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Paſtor was: the chuſer of his Words and Pradtice. 

17. Chriſtians ſhould all live in Love, and walk peaceably 
by the Divine Scripture-Rule, fo far as they have attained, 
ſo. waiting for increaſe of grace. 

12. We muſt receive the weak in the faith,.and ſuch as 
differ tolerably from us, even as Chriſt recerveth us; and no 
Chriſtian ſhould be excommunicated, but for 1mpenitency in 
ſins, ſubverting faith, or holy living. 

19., Nor muſt Chriſts Miniſters be forbid to preach the 
Goſpel, becauſe of tollerable differences. 

20. And thoſe that through differences and ſcruples can+ 
not comfortably worſhip God under one Paſtor, or in the 
Words or Ceremonies of one Church, ſhould have leave to 
do it in another; keeping ſound Dottrine, Love and Peace. 

21. The number and need of the people muſt' determine 
whether a particular Church: ſhall have ane Paſtor or more. 

22. If one for Concord be Prefident to the reſt, and the - 
Senior Paſtors be guides tothe younger, we arc not againſt it. 

23- Nor yet if the Magiſtrate or Churches by conſent ap- 
point ſome of the Graver to be, viſitors of many Churches; | 
and to inſtru and keep the younger in peace. 

24. Nor will we quarrel againſt the Names of Biſhops, or : 
Archbiſhops, or their Wealth and Honour, while Faith, Wor : 
(hip, Diſcipline and Love are preſerved. 

25. If by a National Church, they mean either a (briſtian- 
Kingdom) or| all the (Churches of a Nation as under one Prince} 
or | as aſſociated for (yncord | we deny none ſuch.. 

26. For we hold that all Chriſtians (ſhould live in as much . 
Concord as they can, and. that Synods are uſeful tothat end. 

27. We mult honour our Rulers, though they afflict us. 

28, We hold that we mult ſeparate from no Church or - 
Chriſtian farther than they ſeparate from Chrift, though we. 
muſt not (in againſt God for communion with any. We take 
it for a great (in for any party to. appropriate the Church . 
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E- « Only to themſelves : We own no Church but as part of The 
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+ Catholick (or univerſal) Church, and we hold all our A{lem- 
* blies as in union and communion with All the true Churches 
- On earth, and put:up our prayers and praiſes as in conjunttion 
with theirs, not owning their failings (or our own) but their 
- duties: And we will be members of no particular Church, 
which alloweth us not occaſional Communion with others ; 
- but take. ſuch for Sectaries. 

29. The welfare of Souls is of ſo great concernment, that 
we cannot think any Chriſtian ſhonld 'be indifferent to whom 
- as a Paſtor he committeth the care and conduct of his Sou], 
any more than what Phyſician he chuſeth for his body. And 
. the difference between the 1gnorant and the wiſe, and wicked 

and the godly, the negligent and the. faithful, is-of grand im- 
- portance. os 

30. We think that all Chriſtians ſhould prefer a faithful 
Paſtor, before an unfaithful or inſufficient-one 3 and a purer 
Church before a more corrupt, as far as they are free, with- 
out doing more hurt than good. But we will hold occaſtonal 
communion with more faulty Churches, ſo they compel us 


not to (in. | 7”; 
- 31. We take not all the faults of the Paſtor, flock or ſer- 


vice, to be made ours meerly by our preſence : Nor do we 
think that all faults (or many and great ones conſiſtent with 
the neceſſaries to communion) will allow us to ſeparate, thar 
1s, either from a true Church, as none, or from lawful com- 
munion as unlawful : For Natural diſtance is not Moral Se- 
paratio”. | 
32. Wetake the Magiſterial impoſing of unneceſlary Oaths, 
Profeſſions, Subſcriptions, Pradtices, much more finful ones, 
as nece{lary terms of communion, and fitencing and caſting 
out Chriſts faichful Servants that obey them not, to be the 
rand and common cauſes of Schiſm, which have, through the 
pride of a Domineering-Clergy, broken moſt of the Churches 


on Earth for above 1coo years. 23. We 


wallet rs WV f ke _ 
C : 532 Ce IVES ab <q D * 
*: Ss - 
o 
: z 
* 
h SOS 


x 44.744. a6 Fo, JS Fes rats WERE, © 0 4 SS us % +... oo WE a Ss. T's EPA _ EE Es EY Ps. OY 
%. ea wee Carre eo i il IEP GS ES "EN 
SES A © OE OST #5 0 Wy. 20 wy Eo ES AE; 
dy ZF z Ee 
yy, = 


- 
þ ” _ G Ls x} bas 4 Cha F 4c 3 pe PIT ” - ws —_ is I » £7 . Pn 
b a ” F - H * oe gt Ta 4 St ok tip / YE 48 4 "£: 38. bb AT "» $0 5+ &* VE > . 
lag; > E x A "or Dt wy IN wo. => = ow: { $6, i <I> \ HS 95t % 4 5 a4 h 7 54 is, 2 Wa, ; BN. $7 WG - k 
SY OR Cn He Ps EY. 8 Soo CS. - 8 EEE ak. + 4 SSSR Weg EIS. <7, IO ET. - TT DE DR. en OE. "Fra 
ant Ae 3:Y yn "BO 01 * 7. FC 6 - he OE "4" 4 I £4 Ib ee. 1 Ec PHY 5 # £ 8. 4x at... Was pep a _ we 3. ASM Ow 1” 3 4 n., 
4 ALE? 7. ht Dp” E Ss », > A. x BY Bute 1 oy DT 2 bs Tos Se 2 q *, Bs Y wa», « 4 a _ *« S 5%: 2: LN. red b 
"& x $7 oy p58 - 4 "uy pr og ov X y £ 7 = , = "£4 -— at Y 4 aw 3” 4 7 AL FS or = 4 > 
« « p 4 34 DCE Rage) ON. FO OE Rs F : « $5. 'E OD $5 
+ 5 TACBMPSL . 4. = 6 PT * 8 » # > Fs. pe 1 
2 
E, A ws + W . þ * Ag , = 
c: eh, 4 ” A 
k %, Pg » 
0 - 
« . "y »% 
\ F : ”. 
\ . . wy 
. o o 
* - 
. 
pe 
2 
by: 
__ 
I 
v5 


\-$3. We hate the ſpirit of pride and envy in Preachers, 
who cannot endure to ſee others, at leaſt that differ from 
them, preferred before them 3 and 1f any do but go from 
them, to others, or worſhip God in another place, or 1n other. 
words or circumſtances, do frighten the people by their loud 
allarm-and cry of Schiſm 3 as if all were of a different Reli- 
gion-or ſpecies of Communion, that ditter from their book 

1n Word or Ceremoniesz And by that blinding name of Dif- 
ferent Communions, alienate the hearts of the ignorant, and 

make them think of the Datch, French,” and others that only 
differ from them in accidents, as the Papiſts do of us that are 
called by them Hereticks. | 

4. We take him not to have the Wiſdom and Love of a 
ſound: Chriſtian, who cannot love and bear with his fellow _ 

Chriſtians, who differ but in ſuch tollerable things. 

35. Yet we think not that all ſhould preach and gather 
Churehes that will, and that the intollerable muſt be tole- 
rated, and that it muſt be All or none: And the Magiſtrate 
is Judg whom he will tolerate : but he muſt judg aright. 

36. We hold the Pariſh-Diviſions to be of great conve- 
nience 3 Not taking all in the Pariſh for the Church, but 
confining Miniſters to their proper bounds. 

37. And whatever differing Churches the Magiſtrate tole- 
rateth, he muſt force them to live peaceably, and modeſtly 
towards others. 

38. Were every Church reduced to fuch a number, as that 
all might 1n ſeaſon have local, perſonal communion, like great 
Pariſhes that have Chappels; and E.g. every Churchof 6000 
Souls have (1x Paſtors conjunct, or every Corporation or 
Market-Town ( of old called Cities ) with the Neighbour- 
Villages, be one Church 3 and one among theſe Paſtors to be 
a Preſident Biſhop, we ſhould think it moſt like the ancient 
Government. But we can live in peace, where we cannot have 
all which we juſtly wiſh for. f 

F 39. Though 


" * ty oe Bn ks 37 B<cx; 2 SM gt] > 208 US" <= Ro re IND 
£ DTS: hg. PT Ge p = <3 Er ab, by Yn INT. bs 
4 Ex EFF" £4 » . S - 
5 0 - 1 Yr> ys Go OBE A RR Hr RES Os, ", 8+ > 
—_— PTS. >” ASL - OOF a ng I iy "OI un 
3 + :  ONTeRY EY T " WEN Es p © 


"WS GORE 


4 IF ARS "A C L LE & PR It i ”" kh % 5 FEE Ref 8g 26 


for their lives, by Condeſcention, Reaſon 


39. Though ſome preach not Chriſt ſincerely, but in envy 
and ſtrife to add to our aftiiction, we rejoyce that Chriſt is 
preached. > 

40. We hold all, that for the power of Kings, the obedi- 
ence of the SuvjzCts, and againſt rebellion, which the Scrip- 
ture ſpeaketh, and which the Chriſtian Churches, Politicks, 
Eawyers, as far as we know them,commonly hold; and more 


than divers chicf Conformiſts : (Bilhop Bilſors book of Syb- 


jedion, and Grotins de Imperio Sum. Pat. fullicſt ſpeak my 


thoughts in the greateſt part.) 
41. As theſe are the meer Nonconformiſts principles, ſo 

their practice 1s accordingly: They pray for the King, and 

all in authority ; not for preterment, but that we may live a 


quiet and peaceable life in all godlineſs and honeſty : And 


they pray and ſeck for the publick ſafety, and live peaceably 
towards others. 


42. They ſought reconciliation with the Dioceſans before 
the Kings return, and aflociating upon uniting terms. 
43. What the Nonconformiſts in City, Countrey, Mozks 


Army, and the next Parliament d1d for the Kings reſtoration, 


ts known. 

44. They offered but Biſhop Uſhers form of Primitive 
Government (or Epiſcopacy) for reconciliation and concord 
with the Biſhops. 

45. They gave publick thanks for the Kings Declaration 
about Eccleſiaſtical affairs, which had healed us, had it not 
been caſt away: In which he declareth their moderation. 

46. They never made one motion for Presbytery, Lay- 
Elders, Independency : Nor againſt Pariſh- Churches, nor 
againſt .the Biſhops Lordſhips, or place in Parliament, or 
Wealth 3 Though, I confeſs, they deſired better than they 
ſaw fit to ask. 

47. They did as. much with the Biſhops, as 1f it had been 
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have prevented the foreſeen diviſions, and were the ſeekers 
bf Peace. | 1 
43. The Liturgy which they offered, had not one word 
of exception returned by the Biſhops 3 nor were their Reply 
or Petition anſwered by them to this day. " 961 
49. They offered their ſolemneſt Proteſtation or Oaths, 
that it was to avoid fin that they refaſed Conformity 3 -and 
yet many reported that we held all for indifferent, Except 
renouncing the Covenant. FD: 7 ” 6324M1 
50. The New Liturgy came out of 'the Preſs fo near the 
penal Bartholomew-day, that in almoſt all Counties of Ezg- 
land, they were turned out for not declaring Afent to a 
book which they never ſaw, or could ſee ; and the Confor- 
mers there owned it before they faw 16  - | 08 
51. The Nonconformilts knowing that the Magiſtrate hath 
the power of the Temples and Tythes, never pretended any 
right to them when they were caſt out : But knowing that 
they were juſtly poſlefied of their Paſtoral relation to the 
flocks, they believed not that the meer will of the Magiſtrate 
diſobligeth them. Yet they believe that when the continuance 
will do more hurt than good, they and the flock thould part 
by conſent, | 
52. We never heard that any of the 2000 ejected Mmi- 
{ters were caſt out for any erime or falſe dofrine, bur meer- 
ly for not Conforming by Declaration; 'Subſcriptien and 
Practice. 2 
53. Nor have we heard that any, or many in all theſe 
times of tryal have been convicted of herefie or drunkenneſs, 
EY curling, deceiving, fornication, or any ſuch immoe- 
rality. : 
54. Tam ſure they have oft requeſted that Laws may be ? 
made to Conltrain them to live peaceably, to abuſe none, and * * 
to puniſh them as much as others, if any of them be found 
guilty of any ſuch crime z and that ſuch Laws may bring it 
| F 2 to 


N «1 


CGE 
TI 


bug 
$A Mol Hager os either a 9; 


FRY 
—_ Wav? 8 


art 


GIG «2: pct or eagsc 


hy 97 I we + 
CO peg; 7 fie v4 


arr n_— po —_— w 
2+ wr dond oh Pom 


WO NM pp hc es 4 
vt Sas; oe $6000. "Wrap ARR 


N X ho " 0 0 a 
I mn. 3 -" + 4 Ms RE 6 «= +. ACNE 8 
&J 8 C654, St 8 ">. 2,496 "Dy; Os Wn Kos 
5 WES EE to "Sas LE 
3B - Me 2 
P. $4 _— = * 


55. They have been thankful for bare connivence and 
opportunity to preach for- nothing; ſave what they receive 


_ from the hearers charity, theſe 18 years : Some that could: 
Iive without it have preached freely 3 and the reſt, could- 


they have lived and their families without bread, had rather 


have been no} irden toany 3 They are naturally no-more in 
love with a b-ggarly ſordid life than others-: The Confor- 


miſts would be loth to live on Charity : Many hundreds have 


long had nothing, or next to nothing of theirown, and Wives 
and many Children to maintain, Houfe-rent to pay, Meat; 
Drink, Cleaths, ec. to buy :: and nothing but mens. Charity 
to defray. all this. And in the Countreys Money is ſcarce, 
Charity too cold, and-moſt of the Rich axe taught by the 
Clergy to condemn them : And if. they come to great Towns, 


the Clergy reproach them. 


56. Many have dyed in prifony, many: catcht their death 
there; many had their goods and books taken away-z and 


many endured. long impriſonments; and. the proſecution go-- 


eth on. 
57. The Magiſtrates: of Londor, and other places, have 
been vexed, and ſued by Informers for not ag omg them. 
58. They preached moſtly privately to few about Loxaoy, 


for fear of giving offence, tilt the people 1n the dreadful 


Plague, which killed about 100000 were left as ſheep with-. 


out ſhepherds, crouding into another world, and the Noncon-. 


formiſts durſt not. forbear to teach them :. And: God ſo great- 
ly bleſt their labours, that the People and Preachers, who: 


had been thus awakened. -by devouring death, reſolved no 


more for fear of man to neglet the care and intereſt of 
Souls. O. who could be (ilent when. thouſands that lookt 


for ſpeedy death did croud for help in their neceſſary prepa-- 


ration. This firſt drew the Lodox'Nonconformiſts into. 
more open exerciſe of their office, which encouraged thoſe, 
5 "i 
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i the Countrey to imitation. And it is not their judgment 
that they are bound to preach, when by oppoſing 'violence; 
or the offending of Rulers it is like too more hurt than 
good, and once preaching to deprive them of all the uſeful- 
r«(s of their lives: The 7 Ce of the Prophets is ſubjeCtto 
the Prophets jd to Reaſon and Prudence in the uſe of gifts, as 
Dr. Hammond expoundeth it): But whatever 1t colt them, 
when there is trne Neceſfity and Opportunity, making the 
good like to be greater than the hurt, they judg that they 
muſt uſe the Miniſtry which they are vowed and ordained to. 
59. When the Plague: was over, ſome thought once again - 
to retire 3 and the fire burning down the Churches, and the - 
_ people being deſtitute, conſtrained them'(though forbidden) 
to go on. O*what is-man ! 'What were the Clergy that 
took upon them the Charge of Souls, that they durſt be againſt 
ſuch mens Preaching of the Goſpel in ſuch a City, when-ſuch 
a Plague, and ſuch flames had declared the neceſfity. 
60. Even when the Plague was raging, and the Court and 
Parliament fled from it to Oxford, they there were making 
the Oxford-Oath, and Act of Confinement, to baniſh the Non- 
conformiſts from the deſolate City, and all Corporations, e*c. 
And they that before purpoſed to come to the Pariſh-Chur- 
ches, durſt not come, leſt the Congregation being witneſs of 
their being in the City, e*c. they ſhould be ſent tothe Jayl.” 
61. Moſt that we hear of in the Countreys, and fome about 
London, preach not at the time of publick worſhip, but go - 
themſelves to the publick Churches, when they have honeſt 
tolerable men : I and others here, do ordinary hear and com: 
municate tm our Pariſh-Churches ( when even the laſt White 
ſunday F do not think there were above 100 Commnnicants 
; ina Parilh, that its thought hath 20000 Souls; and yet all 
; the reſt are not hunted as Schiſmaticks). And fo: oxr 'Schifm 
2 1s-not for withdrawing from the Pariſh-Churches, but for 
2x communicating allo with others (which we avow): As if it 
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-were greater 'Schiſm to ſeparate from none, than to ſeparate | 
from all fave the Dioceſan Conformiſts, who appropriate the 

Church to themlelycs. 

. 62. Wetake it to be our duty to do our belt to keep up 
the reputation of honeſt peaceable Conformiſts, leſt our Con- 
. cord and the peoples edification be hindered. 

63. When we thought it a lervice to the Conformiſts, to 
help them in teaching ſome of their Pariſhes, which are ex- 
ceedingly too great to hear them, and to enjoy all their Pa- 
-ſtoral helps, and we preach, as they confeſs, the ſame dodrine 
as they, yet we never asked or expected the leaſt part of their 
- maintenance (much leſs Preferments, Prebends, Deaneries or 

Biſhopricks ), but would have been thankful to have leave to 

be their helpers tor nothing ; but cannot have their conſent. 
. 64. Thoie of us tha: preach at the hours of publick wor- 
4 hip, doit forthe molt part, where their hearers knowing that 
q/ they cannot haye the juſt benefit of the Pariſh-Paſtors office 
4n publick and private, find it neceflary ſtatedly to chuſe 

other helps ; and other hours would greatly diſorder their 
family-duties: Beſides the Independents that have long had 
their gathered Churches, 

65. Though our judgment be againſt Pluralities and Non- 
reſidences, we fay little again{r it, leſt we ſhouJd be thought 
to deſire part of the prey, or to envy their riches. 

65. Though we feared, that 1f we conformed to the Pro- 
fellions, Subſcriprions, Oaths, Covenants and Practices before- 
Nnamecl 3 and this deliberately, and on pretence of keeping 
our Liberty to preach again(t the (ins of others, we (ſhould 
be guilty of all the tin and its aggravations, which we named -» 
-1a the flirt Ple.c for Peacez, yet knowing how various repre» # 
ſentations maxe mens judgments to ditter, we' became not 7 
| ] herein Acculers of the Cortoamiſts, but diſavowed it, lea- 7 
i ving them to their proper juog, and medling with no mens 
i \mattters but our Own. | bo: 
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67. And leſt it ſhould ſeem to refle&t on them as guilty, or” 
exaſperate our aftlicters, we have moſtly forborn theſe 17 or 
18 years, ſo much as to open the matters and reaſons of our 
Nonconformity, and filently undergone reproach, 

68. Yea when great Biſhops have told our Superiore, that 
we judged nothing but renouncing the Covenant unlawful, 

and have called to us, and fet Parltament-men to call out, 

[What it is that we would have), and never would give us 

leave to tell them ; we have patiently been filent: And when 

orcat Biſhops kave told me'that our Rulers took us as not ſin- 
cere, for not giving our reaſons, and that they would Petiti- 
on that we might no longer be ſuffered to keep up a Schiſm, 
and pive no reaſon for itz I have offered them to beg it on my 
knees, if there were any hope to obtain liberty but once te 
- render our reaſons of not conforming. 
69. And when the Act ceaſed which reſtrained the Preſs, 
ve (til] forbore. till they gave out, [ That now zt was clear, that 
#s for our baffled cauſe we had no defence, but went on to ſin againſt 
 * our conſctences], which conſtrained me at laft to open ſome- 
| _- What of our caſe, at which yet they are diſpleaſed. 

70. Though multitudes of Books have been written againſt 
us., charging us with Schiſm, and calling for execution of the 
Law againſt us, yea perſwading King and People, as the Plot- 
ters do, that we are cheriſhing principles of rebellion ; we 
thought it beſt to imitate Chriſt, and filently to bear all, and 
let our Lives and Works, rather than our Apologies, anſwer 

- .* for us; till conſtrained,I publiſhed a full account of our Prin- 
j ,- Clples of Government and Obedience, leſt continued filence 
1 | Pals for guilt. 

= 71. Their conſtant Jaſt accuſation 1s about the late Wars : 
When-as 1. not one of very many of the preſent Nonconfor- 
miſts ever medled with them. 2. And we ofter them thanks 
to lilence only the guilty. 3. And many Conformilts(and one -: 
Archbilhop_) were 1n Arms for the Parliament. 4. And we: 
have - 
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have not requited them till of late, with telling tham that it 
was the Conformilts here that began the War. =: 

72. When ſome ſay that they requite us for caſting out the 
'Conformiſts heretofore ; we offer them a thouſand thanks if 
:they will caſt out none but thoſe that caſt out them. I confeſs 
I took it for a great mercy to have grolly ignorant, drunken 
.Readers and Prieſts ca(t our, of what opinion foever, and bet- 
ter put in: But I and others wrote againſt putting out any, 
worthy and tolerable man for being againſt the Parliament, 
or for Prelacy. 

/3- Whereas ſome cheat the ignorant, by telling them, that 
[We would have every Miniſter be a Pope in his own Pariſh}. 
I. A Pope is one that arrogateth the Government over all 
other Paſtors, even of the whole world : Whereas we would 
govern no Paſtors at all, nor any people, but our particular 
flocks, - 2. And theſe we would have only to be Volunteers : 
And 1s not he liker to a Tyrant, that will be a Paſtor to thou- 
ſands againſt their wills, than he that will take charge of none 
bue Conſenters? 3. Specially the Independents, who are ac- 
cuſed as giving the power to the people, and depending on 
their.charity, do not lice tyrants compel any to obey them. 

74. Some are taught to make the Presbyterians odious, by 
the rigor of their, Diſcipline, and the ſtool of Repentance, 
which the licentious fear. But 1. our judgment is, that none 
but willing Conſenters ſhould be Church-members, and as :: 
ſuch come under Diſcipline. 2. And that none be excommu- 
nicate for any fins (ordinarily) unleſs after due warning and 
patience he refuſe to repent. 3. And God hath made Repen- 
tance neceſlary to comforting-abſolution, pardon and falva- 
tion. 4. And it's a thouſand pities that any ſhould be fo mad 
in ſin, a3 to think Repentance too dear for pardon. i 

75. Some ſay that we are for Excommunicating Kines.s © 
What other men have been, 1s nothing to us: We take not X 
our judgments on truſt from any patty ; but the Scripture is # 

our | 
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our Rule, and;the Primitive Church our pattern. Some of us 
bave written apainft the lawfulneſs of diſhonouring Princes 


and Rulers by proper excommunications, as being. againſt the 
fifth Command ;-and Rituals give place to Morals anfnd ſome 
ofthe greateſt Church: -men that have caſt us ouMe been 
for Rulers Excommunication : We -axe, not inſenfble. what 
Treaſons and Domination not only the Pope but the Coun- 
cils of Biſbops (even without the Pope as in the caſe of Lys 
dovicus Pis,and others)have exerciled over Princes and Ki 

doms by excommunications,and curſed curſing ponGomCkritt 

' 76. We find that when in the; contentions between the 
Popes and the Emperours, the Clergy familiarly {wore on bath 
ſides as intereſt moved them 3 and as Abbas Orſpergenſus faith, 
Perjury was the common Load of Prieſt and peoplezit was far from 
proving a cure of Schiſm,though it was pretended for that uſe, 

77. As the Law forbiddeth us, ſo we profeſs to intend | 
nothing here written as an accuſation of the Government, 
Laws, Liturgy ,. or Conformilts, but only as a deſcription 
of the reaſons of our own Nonconformity. But 1f it ſhould 
proye.true that Cities, Corporations, Biſhops and Prieſts are 
ouilty but of half the evil againſt God, Truth, Conſcience, 
the Goſpel, the Church, the ſouls of men, the good of the 
King and Subjects, which we fear we ſhould be guilty of if 
we did lon, I had rather be a (lave than that Clergy- 
man that ſhould encourage them 1a it. 

78. And if it ſhould prove that any of them are under 
ſuch guilt, in the end it will prove but an uneffeftual de- 
fence, to accule the innocent and reprovg, and (o to divert 
them, by keeping them on the defenſiveMrt ; while they 
arc accuſed of odious fin for not foning, and called intoller- 
able for retuling to concur in wickednets. 

79.Ever ſince we were calt outrand ſilenced, we have thank- 
fully accepted all motions and overtures for concord. We have 
been ſeveral times ſince the firſt Treaty, called. to new Trea- 
ties, in one-Dr. Mazntor and others offered thankfully to ac- 
cept leave to preach for nothing in the Pariſh, Churches _- 
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where the Miniſters defire it, and when the Common-Prayer- 
is uſed. Another time being called by the Lord Keeper Brids- 
»2an we agreed with Biſhop Wilkins and Dr. Burtox, and it 


wes cepy in an AC of Concord by Judg Hale, but vo- 


ted by Zommons not to be brought 1n. Since then we 
were invited to treat with Dr. Tilot/ox and Dr. Stillingfleet, 


- who ſeemed'to confent to'the terms of the form of an heal- 


ing A& which we offered them; but they found that the Bi- 
ſhops would not conſent. By all which we have ſtil! ſhewed, 


that we have never ceaſed to ſeek for peace. 


go. We have never ſhunned to read or hear all that can be 
ſaid, to prove that we need not fear all the guilt of Lying, 
Perjury, falſe Covenanting againſt duty, and all the other ſins, 
with their many and heinous aggravations, which we fear be- 
ing guilty of, if we ſhould conform :' Nor did we ever refuſe 
to give the reaſon of our fears, to the Learned'(t man that 
doth- accuſe us. ke, 

31. As 1s aforeſaid, we never to this day put up our Peti- 
tion to any Parliament, ſince we were (ilenced for relief, com- 
paſſion, or tobe heard ; which may ſeem ſtrange to thole that 
know our long accuſation and ſufferings. 

82. So far are wefron/Joving Schiſm, that we take Unity 
to be eflential to the univerſal and particular Churches ; and 
that diviſion 1s deltruction, though every difference 1s not 
fuch divifion. And the chief of my ſtudies and labours in the 


world is, How to recancile and unite divided Chriſtians. And 


haviog- fully proved in a Treatiſe of the only terms of come 
20n concord;”'t will never be attained but- on the terms 
of Primitive ſ1mplicity, preſcribed by Chriſt, and praQtiſed by 
the firſt Churches ; it is beeauſe our Conformity 1s inconfiſtent 
with ſuch terms of common concord, and fuch as we think but 
Seftarian fehiſm, that we ar& Nonconformiſts. Let him that is 
for dividing the child, be taken for no true mother of it. 

83.. We are not againſt all Litaniesz our Litany hath not 
Ik but more than theirs : We heartily ſay, From Atheiſm, 


E»fidelity and Popery, um prophaneneſs, perſecution and cp- 


preſ[107.. 
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preſſion, from all ſedition, privy conſpiracy, and rebellion, from 


falſe doGrine, hereſie and ſchiſm z from an ignorant, proud, and 
worldly domineering Clergy, from maliguant hatred of Gods 
holy Image and ſervants, and ſerious worſhip, and from contempt 
of his word and commandments, Good Lord deliver us. F 


| Jam. 3: 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18. Who is a wiſe man and en- 


dued with knowledg among you, let him ſhew out of a good com> 
verſation his works with meekneſs of wiſdom.But if ye have bit- 


_ 


ter cnvying and ſtrife in your hearts (much more ſilencing om 
{dom 


ſecution) glory not, and lye not againſt the truth. This wiſe 
deſcendeth not from above, but is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh. For 


able,gentle and eaſie to be intreated,full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypocriſie. And the fruit of righ- 
teonuſneſs is ſown in peace of them that make peace. 1 Thel(2.15, 


4* 
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where envying and ſtrife is, there is confuſion, and every evil" 
work, But the wiſdom that is from above is firſt pure, then peaces- 


16. Who both killed the Lord Jeſus and their own Prophets, 


and have perſecuted us. And they pleaſe not God, and are con- 


irary to all men, forbidding ws to ſpeak to the Gentiles that” 


they might be ſaved, to fill np their fin alwazs. For the wrath is 


come upon them to the ntmost. 


I determine not in all this; Who 3s the Schiſmatickh, but. 


make a pair of Spectacles for the purblind to diſcern it; -:+ 


But, Reader, I muſt earneſtly intreat thee, as thou loveſt” 


thy Soul, to remember, that as toys, and plays, and haſt,-and 
pride, and drunkennefs, and gluttony, and ambition, and c6- 
vetouſneſs, are the Devils ncts by which he 4aketh the moſt 


of the world 3 ſo-hehath a ſecond ſort for thoſe that are above. 


theſe things, and that is, the delights of witin the vain un- 
profttable part of Learning : And for thoſe that yet are above 


this, one of his laſt ſnares is Religious wrangling ; turning faith. 


and godlinefs into gp7r7ors, ſrdings, formalities and perver ſe d?{- 


prtings, eſpecially- with men of corrupt minds, that take gain- 
for GodJinefs, and think that Rep»tatron and Money will coin 


_ ayy thing that 1s for them, into Truth and Goodneſs; 
I conclude therefore, That if thou would'(t eſcape that 


_te ,anid” NL Po hieh-Coatengers cnarge on. one. 

' 3p@ther, the way.is (bort and, +." kn 
5 Oo E Underſtandand ſtandtothy: otifhnal-Vowyand ſve OE. 
| thy Belief, Love-and: Prattice: of know a; Ghriſtianity, aGord- 
ing to, our Creed, Lards-Prayer.and Decalogue, in Love tg 
God,thySoubandihyNetghbpyr,mn Godlmeſs ;Charity, Juſtice 
and Sobriety,/be: ſerivus; and-fincere; andthen-thou :art cet- 
talnly of, that Catholick Church, which Chriſt | is the Head oh, 
and will PE. + 7 .* 

- H.-Love allChriſtians : as Gb. according. to "ws cealireaof 
theit goodneſs; .and remembering thy own weaknefts; pity and 
yo with the infirmities of the weak ; ard when others wran- 

leagaia(t them; and abuſe them, ſtudy thou to do'them good, 

AJH:\-Look on all particular Churches a$- members a. the 
tverlal afore, deſcribed ; and-chuſe the. be(tthou- canſt-for 

_ thy ordinary communion 30d good,” ſoit be not to a\ gfeater 
'hutt by accident : But. deny not \,occaſienal communion ivith 
any {though accuſed by others) further than they force thee 
-t0:{1n,0r than they {eparate from. Chriſt: Lhyp relence maketh 
\theenotiguilty of. the tolerable-faults which thou'canſt nat - 
amend. Take them for Sedaries and Separatits,who forbid. thee 
-communion with all:that.are not of' their nd: and Way: nx to- 

 lerable differences. 

-IV.. Takesheed of negleting. any truth or. duty, or living 
rs Tie: any; fin, which all good Chriſtians, even the Contendersare 
If; . agreed about; And,in theſe thou wikt ind 09g for pear: 

by, 'ot Conſcience and Salvazion. ,- - 

V, -Beſurethat thou approve thy lg to God; and. takehis 
Fhom for thy Rule, and his Love ang; the heavenly Glory. far 
- thy portion, bopeand All; and let.not the>feſh, rior worldly 
Antereſt cheat- thee into; juſtly ſuſpe&ed- fin; :nor the. Threats, 
-\or Flatteries; or Bribes of men,: either Ddivs: Allure or #4: 
thee to be. falſeit to'thy Conſcience,thy: Sayiour. and 4 1 
; prophancly with Eſau, to {elf thy Birthright. for.a mork1, J 
"hazard thy part in Heaven for-a tranſitory beſoolig dream 4 

+ ahdhadow. of PEQNNGy Spear, or deli Ut... 4 
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